


Kevin Buist
Artistic Director



Designing ArtPrize 
Ten Years of Experimenting in Public



What is ArtPrize?

Designing ArtPrize

ArtPrize as  Design

What’s Next



What is ArtPrize? 



ArtPrize is an 
international art 
competition and festival 
open to all and 
determined equally by 
public vote and expert 
jury. ArtPrize 
encourages critical 
discourse, celebrates 
artists, transforms urban 
space and promotes 
cultural understanding.



The World’s Largest
Daily Attendance of over 23,000 at multiple venues  
(Grand Rapids, MI USA) 

-The Art Newspaper



ARTPRIZE
NINE

ArtPrize 2017 stats:

• 500,000+ visitors
• 384,053 votes
• 1,346 artist entries
• 179 venues
• $793,000 in prizes and grants
• $33 million economic impact



$500,000 
in PrizesPublic Vote

• Grand Prize - $200,000

• 2D - $12,500
• 3D - $12,500
• Installation - $12,500
• Time-based - $12,500

Juried Awards

• Grand Prize - $200,000

• 2D - $12,500
• 3D - $12,500
• Installation - $12,500
• Time-based - $12,500



Venues + Artists Connect

MAR APR JUN SEP OCT
Artists Register

Prizes are 
AwardedVenues Register

Expert Jury
Selections

Votes are Cast



POPULIST 
VS. 

PROFESSIONAL



BE A  
CATALYST



SIMPLE RULES 
COMPLEX 

OUTCOMES



REMOVE 
BARRIERS



DEBATE 
IS GOOD



MAKE ART 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO IGNORE



Designing ArtPrize 



































































































































pillows.artprize.org



ArtPrize as Design 



ArtPrize as Design
• The structure and rules of ArtPrize are designed in a 

way that favor certain outcomes over others

• Open calls yield different art than artist invitations 

• A 2½ week exhibition runtime favors different work 
than a three month runtime



ArtPrize as Design
• The public vote has a way of shaping what artists 

create and how they present it

• Artists aiming for juried awards also embed a certain 
strategy into the work



ArtPrize as Design
• ArtPrize is not alone in this

• Every exhibition opportunity is a container into which 
the art must fit, and the design of the container 
changes the shape of what’s inside

• ArtPrize is designed to create interesting problems







Project 1 is the next evolution of ArtPrize. 

After ten years of annual ArtPrize competitions, we’re shifting to a 
biennial schedule to make way for Project 1—the first in a series of 
citywide, community-oriented public art commissions.



2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 
2025 

ArtPrize 
Project 1 
ArtPrize 
Project 2 
ArtPrize 
Project 3 
ArtPrize 
Project 4 





Project 1 shifts the organizing principle of our fall exhibition from 
competition to commission. 

When we run competitions, we ensure a fair playing field. 

When we engage in commissions, we’re able to build deep 
collaborations with artists and provide resources, time and 
community connections in a whole new way.





Project 1 will be a temporary, citywide public art exhibition consisting 
primarily of works by 3-5 artists. 

The exhibition will occupy multiple outdoor sites downtown and in 
other select locations. 

It will run for 6-8 weeks in September and October 2019, and will be 
punctuated by a series of events, public programs, concerts, 
education programs and parties. 

We plan to announce artists and installation locations in early 2019.




