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H I S T O R Y  O F  B L O C K  P R I N T I N G

A S I A  /  2 0 0  A D

J A PA N E S E  P R I N T S  /  7 6 0

BRIEF

S E A L S  /  S TA M P S  3 0 0 0  B C



B L O C K  B O O K S  &  C L O T H   
/  1 4 5 0

E U R O P E  /  1 3 0 0

I S L A M I C  E G Y P T  /  1 0 0 0



E A S T  A S I A  /  U P  T O  1 8 0 0 s

P R I N T I N G  P R E S S  /  1 4 4 0

A S I A  /  1 8 2 9  A D



B L O C K  P R I N T  I N K I N G

3

B L O C K  P R I N T I N G

4

B L O C K  P R I N T  D E S I G N

1

B L O C K  P R I N T  C A R V I N G

2





a.   Quick sketches 

b.   Ideas / Experiments 

c.    Size / Composition 

d.   Final design transfer 

BLOCK 
PRINT 
DESIGN

1



RUTH 
C O N T R A S T  I S  I M P O R T A N T



T E L L  A  S T O R Y

SIZE &
COMPOSITION



TRANSFER
C O N T R A S T  I S  I M P O R T A N T



TRANSFER
C O N T R A S T  I S  I M P O R T A N T



Even after design you need to do 

“press checks” and do rubbings or 

test prints of your piece to make sure 

the design is working well.  

P R E S S  C H E C K S

Take the time to get your image 

looking clean and easy to read so you 

don’t have to “guess” so much on the 

cuts.  

T R A N S F E R  W E L L



a.   Tools / Sharpening 

b.   Ways to carve / Safety 

c.    Cutting techniques 

d.   Patterns / Direction 

BLOCK 
PRINT 
CARVING

2



B AT T L E S H I P  G R E Y

E Z  C U T

W O N D E R C U T G O L D E N  C U T

S P E E D B A L L
M O U N T E D





What you have will work great. 

S TA R T  C H E A P

Sharp tools make all the difference, 

making it easier to carve fine details. 

Sharpen before starting 

S H A R P  T O O L S



P I N C H  T E C H N I Q U E

A LW AY S  C U T  A W AY  
F R O M  Y O U R S E L F

G O  S L O W ,  B E  S A F E !



TECHNIQUES



CUTS





REVERSE
YOUR TEXT

D O N ’ T  D O U B L E  R E V E R S E  T R A N S F E R S



REDUCTION
PRINTS



a.   Rolling ink 

b.  Proofing 

c.   Changes to design 

d.  Ink 

BLOCK 
PRINT 
INKING
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B L I C K  B L O C K  
P R I N T  I N K

S C H M I N C K E
A Q U A  
L I N O P R I N T  
I N K

C R A N F I E L D
C A L I G O  I N K



INKING

N O  W A V E S  O N  I N K



ROLLING INK

a

b

c

d

D O N ’ T  R O L L  B A C K



Y O U  C A N  C H A N G E
&  S H I F T  Y O U R  P R I N T

G O  S L O W ,  B E  S A F E !

Y O U  C A N  F I X  I T
( S O M E T I M E S )



a.   Laying paper 

b.  Hand Press / Etching press 

c.   Paper 

BLOCK 
PRINTING
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S H O W  Y O U R  I M P R I N T

T H I N  I S  E A S I E R

D A R K  P A P E R  =  R E V E R S E



PAPER ON TOP

BLOCK PRINT BELOW



B Y  M A C H I N E

B Y  B U R N I S H E R

W A T C H  F O R  J U M P I N G !

BLICK 999 Model II 
Etching Printer 





40 DAYS OF PSALMS 2











THANK YOU



 

TriLionStudios.com WhiteFineArt.com

@TriLion

@trilionstudios @whitefineart

@White_fineart

Brianwhitedesign.com

@BWhitedesign

@brianwhitedesign



 

PrayerForDesigners.com

@Prayer4Design

@prayerfordesigners

  


