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MYTHS VS. TRUTHS

•The earth is flat
• Man cannot fly
• Blacks are intellectually inferior
• Gay marriage cannot exist
• Women cannot lead



• Differential treatment based 
on skin color

• Internalized form of racism

• Traceable back to slavery

Lucky Brown Ad, circa 1930s. Design by Charles C. Dawson, Valmor

WHAT IS COLORISM?



WHAT IS IMPLICIT BIAS?

• Stereotypes affect our 
understanding and actions

• Subconsciously harbor feelings/
attitudes about others

• Media & news origins of implicit 
associations

Photo: Richard Alan Hannon, AP, © 2005.
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Photo: Laura Reinhardt, World Vision, ©2017.



“What are we adding to the 
library of visual literacy?



Meme graphic: Social Justice Council, ©2015 (Photo credit: TED)

THE DANGER OF THE SINGLE STORY



“ How [stories] are told, who tells them, 
when they’re told… are really 
dependent upon power. Power is the 
ability not to just tell the story of 
another person, but to make it the 
definitive story of that person

— Chimimanda Ngozi



Women’s Studies
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Creative Non-Fiction















THE PERSONAL STORY IN MARKETING & DESIGN

• Recognize own biases

• Listen to others’ stories

• Remove “authentic” from   
your vocabulary



“ ‘Authenticity’ can lead to 
stereotypes and more bias from 
companies [organizations] 
marketing to people of color

— Terresa Moses, Blackbird Revolt



“Brands should never make light of 
social issues related to people’s 
suffering.. instead focus on ways [to 
sell] that don’t exploit the pain and 
suffering of marginalized people

-Feminista Jones, Writer & Activist



The Look, Proctor & Gamble ©2019

https://youtu.be/aC7lbdD1hq0


The in betweens  
 
In between the black and the white 
In between the someday and the some night
 
In between these masks and the truth that is you 
In between what we are and what we are told we are 
 
Its all about the grey where most of us fit but don’t most of us don’t want to be 
Because society paints pictures that are black and white, wrong and right  
And none of us fit in to that bullsh*t, you see

Not one thing I be 
Not the one thing that the world just wants to see 

by Ali, NMHU Graphic Design Student




